
Narrative Essay / Memoir  AP Language and Composition

Name ____________________________________________ Date ________

Paper One (700 -900 words) Write a narrative/descriptive memoir or belief statement that focuses on audience, imagery, diction, and appeals. 
Follow these directions in order to complete your narrative essay…..
1. Choose ONE of the following prompts:
A. Many psychologists would argue that a person’s upbringing or environment is as important  in establishing his personality, habits, and behavior as is his genetic makeup.  It is the old “nature v. nurture” argument.  For our purposes, we will be arguing the point that “nurture” or our environment plays a significant role in ultimately determining the person we will later become.   
***Your job is to consider a pivotal incident, moment, etc. in your life that impacted your personality in some way. Using a narrative essay structure, tell that story and reflect upon its impact on your life. 
B. Consider a belief or a related set of beliefs that is/are integral to how you see yourself and the world around you.  In a narrative essay format, tell us a story about yourself that reflects either the shaping of this belief or how it is reflected in your core values. Consider moments when this belief was formed or tested or changed. Think of your own experience, work, and family. Your story need not be heart-warming or gut-wrenching—it can even be funny—but it should be real. Make sure your story ties to the essence of your daily life philosophy and the shaping of your beliefs.

Your purposes are to argue your “thesis” and entertain. The audience is your teacher and your peers. You will need to effectively use appeals (pathos, ethos, and logos) to effectively prove your thesis.
Regardless of the prompt, you will need to include at least FIVE of the following items in your writing. 

Literary/Rhetorical Devices 


“Syntax” Devices

Hyperbole




Parallelism


Asyndeton

Personification 




Anaphora


Chiasmus

Metaphor




Cumulative Sentence

Allusion 




Polysyndeton

2.Begin prewriting by compiling ideas and notes from the works we have read, discussions, and your own observations.
3.Organize your ideas and notes with a graphic organizer or outline. (See back) “Idea” and Outline is due Tuesday, September 6. 
4.Begin drafting your paper.  Draft is due Tuesday, September 13
5. We will review our drafts in groups.  The final copy of your essay is due Monday, September 19
Information to Consider….

Pattern of Organization: Narrative/Descriptive

	Narrative
	Description

	· Telling a story/recounting a series of events

· Personal experience/knowledge gained from experience or observation

· Chronology

· Concrete detail

· Point of View – 1st Person

· Dialogue (sometimes)

· A story that appeals to a thesis (what are you trying to show that you learned – about yourself, life, etc.?)
	· Specific details

· Emphasizes the senses – how something looks, sounds, smells, tastes, feels (imagery)

· Can help establish a mood or atmosphere

· Can work toward persuasion 




Graphic  Organizer/ Narrative Essay 
	Topic/Title: 



	Hook/Lead/Opening Sentence:



	Thesis Statement:  (Leads toward the importance of the life incident and how it reflects the impact that it had on determining your persona.  OR  Leads toward a belief and how this belief is present in your life. Remember to think about the tone you want to convey.)



Consider the Details that You will Use….
	Details/Supporting Evidence
	Details/Supporting Evidence
	Details/Supporting Evidence



	
	
	


 Conclusion- Remember that a conclusion should “give the readers a sense that your narrative is complete, perhaps by restating your thesis in different words or by summarizing key points or events. 
	Why is this event significant? 



	What should your reader “take” from your writing? (Any universal message to offer?)




